
 
Carcaterra, Lorenzo: Street Boys 
In World War II Italy, a group of abandoned  
children fights to defeat their enemy and save  
their city.  
 
Dai, Sijie: Balzac and the Little Chinese  
Seamstress   
During the Chinese Cultural Revolution, two  
boys meet the beautiful daughter of a local  
tailor and stumble upon a forbidden stash of  
Western literature. 
 
Ellis, Mary Relindes: The Turtle Warrior 
When his older brother dies in Vietnam, Bill is  
left to protect his mother and himself from an 
alcoholic and brutalizing father. 
 
Enger, Leif: Peace Like the River 
11-year-old Reuben Land, an asthmatic boy,  
has reason to believe in miracles. 
 
Grisham, John: A Painted House 
Luke Chandler, a 7-year-old farm boy in  
rural Arkansas, journeys from innocence to  
experience in one hot summer. 
 
Haddon, Mark: The Curious Incident of the  
Dog in the Night-time 
Christopher, a mathematically gifted, autistic  
15-year-old, decides to investigate the murder  
of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret  
information about his mother. 
 
Hosseini, Khaled: The Kite-Runner 
In Kabul, Afghanistan, two boys are raised in  
the same household, Amir being the son of the 
master, while Hassan, the son of Amir’s  
father’s servant. 
 
Lethem, Jonathan: The Fortress of Solitude 
Two friends, a white boy and a black boy,  
grow up in late twentieth century Brooklyn. 
 
Martel, Yann: Life of Pi: a Novel 
After the tragic sinking of a cargo ship in the  
Pacific, one lifeboat remains, carrying a hyena,  
a zebra, a female orangutan, a Bengal tiger,  
and a 16-year-old Indian boy named Pi. 
 
Potok, Chaim: The Chosen 
In the 1940s Brooklyn, two teenage Jewish boys, 
one the son of a Zionist, the other of a Russian 
Hassidic, become the best of friends. 
 
Wolff, Tobias: Old School: a Novel 
A young boy struggles to define himself in an 
exclusive New England prep school. 
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